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THE VANISHING OF DOLORES WULFF

The feature length, true crime documentary film will World Premiere
at the 2026 Oscars Qualifying Cinequest Film Festival in San Jose, CA.
First screening on Monday, March 16t 2026 at 7:10 PM at the Alamo
Drafthouse Cinema, Mountain View on Screen 2, with an encore
screening Thurs, March 19t at 12:30PM on screen 1.

Genre: Documentary

Running Time: 90 mins

Director / Producer / Editor: Paul Sadowski

Producers: Alexander C. Alonso, Lars Slind
Cinematography & Original Music by: Alexander C. Alonso
Format: 4K

Languages: English

Filming Locations: United States






THE VANISHING
OF DOLORES WULHE

A Puzzle of secrets. And no one has all the pieces.

SYNOPSIS

Imagine losing your mother as a child... suspecting a loved one had
taken her life... but never finding out the truth. This is the story of Paul,
Tom, Carl Jr. and Anna Marie Wulff — and their dogged extended family -
as they go through extreme measures struggling to piece together a
mystery, only to find out what really happened forty-one years later.

Dolores Wulff, disappeared on July 315t, 1979 during the golden age of
serial killers. In the beginning of the investigation, The Zodiac and serial
murderer JC Toliver were suspected — no body had been found and no
apparent motive evident. But as new clues emerged and the family’s
true dynamics came to the fore, their worst suspicions became a reality.
With their idyllic childhood shattered, they each took it upon
themselves to solve the riddle. Finally, in October 2020, forty-one years
after Dolores’ disappearance, they received the phone call... and all the
secrets would be revealed.

For the first time, these four siblings, their family members and the
detectives involved are finally ready to piece together the puzzle, with
first-hand accounts, hours of archival footage, police photos, recordings
and cinematic recreations shining a light on a forty-year old mystery.






Director Statement

| was raised by three women - my mom, my grandmother and my aunt — so when
our producer Lars Slind told me about the story of his football coach, Paul Wulff,
losing his mother when he was twelve, | instantly wondered what my life would
have been like if one of my three parental figures vanished. Even worse, what if a
family member was the main suspect? What extremes would | have gone through
to learn what happened?

When we heard the hair-raising tales of what the family did to get to the truth,
despite having a treasure trove of archival footage, we realized to place the
characters in the right time-period doing things that should have gotten them
arrested, we’d have to rely on period accurate, stylized recreations to balance out
the incredible archival we had access to. This meant the right set pieces,
costumes, vehicles, props and a visual aesthetic that doesn’t take away from
those being interviewed telling their true story.

Thematically, the element of water became a staple of our production and as we
filmed over a myriad of locations and sets, we incorporated this element into key
moments of the film.

But this story isn’t cut and dry — at the core of this tragedy is a family being torn
apart as the investigation stretches over decades and relatives implement
increasingly extreme techniques in attempting to force a confession. It becomes a
fractured battle between those who want to be the judge, jury and executioner
and those who believe the main suspect to be innocent, taking the viewer on a
journey of shifting beliefs, new evidence and family members switching sides
while constantly asking “what really happened to Dolores?”

The ultimate resonance of “The Vanishing of Dolores Wulff” to me is this collision:
the heartbreaking journey a family is thrust into balanced against the insanely
over-the-top lengths they employ to get answers. We constantly ask, "How far is
too far?"—while acknowledging that if this happened to you, you'd probably want
people as relentless as the "Wrecking Crew" on your side — even if there is a
chance they got the wrong man.






PAUL SADOWSKI — DIRECTOR, PRODUCER, EDITOR

Sadowski began directing and honing his nose for story on ABC News affiliate WNLE,
Providence. He directed indie films “Attention Span”, “Tears” comedy “Let Me Fix You
Baby” and wrote and directed the Frankie Muniz pilot “The Clean”. He served as EP /
Showrunner on premium docs “Gold, Lies & Videotape” and “The Lost Lincoln”. In 2025
Sadowski directed the acclaimed music video “Rise” and the true crime feature doc
“The Vanishing of Dolores Wulff.” Current projects with Blumhouse, ITV and Invent TV.
Other credits include FOX, Warner Brothers, Universal, ABC, NBC, CBS, MTV, A&E,

Bravo, Discovery & HBO Max.
ALEXANDER C. ALONSO - PRODUCER, CINEMATOGRAPHER

45 years of credits include Air Force One, Under Siege Il, Contact, Back to the Future
Part Il, Forrest Gump, and Men in Black Il. Directed commercial campaigns for
Flashcom, top-five U.S. real estate group Sean Stanfield and MLB’s Anaheim Angels.
Served as co-producer and camera operator on “Gold, Lies, and Videotape” (HBO MAX /
Discovery), developed and directed the dramatic feature “Samantha”, starring ALMA
Award winner Q'orianka Kilcher. Most recently, he served as Director of Photography
and Music Composer on the feature film “The Vanishing of Dolores Wulff”.

LARS SLIND — PRODUCER

A producer with over 15 years of experience, Slind worked across nearly every production
department—including production assistant, art director, casting director, production
manager, and line producer. His credits include major franchises Transformers and The
Matrix, and television series including Days of Our Lives. His collaborators include Kathy
Bates, Keanu Reeves, Jenna Ortega, Taika Waititi, Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, and David
Fincher. Slind produces commercially driven, character-focused films with disciplined

execution and global appeal.
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CAST
THE CHILDREN

PAUL WULFF — Dolores’ Youngest son, Paul was the head football coach at Cal Poly

and served as the offensive assistant with the San Francisco 49ers during their Super
Bowl run in 2012. As the youngest, Paul got involved with solving the disappearance
in his late teens and went as far as wearing a wire, trying to get his father to confess.

ANNA MARIE DEMOTT — The only daughter of Carl and Dolores Wulff, Anna-Marie
endured decades of family rejection believing her father may be innocent. After
years of harboring her secrets regarding her relationship with Carl, she is ready to
bare all.

CARL Jr. WULFF — Carl Jr. is Dolores’ oldest son and the last person to have seen her
alive. He clearly recalls seeing her for the last time and became the younger kids’
protector as his father’s behavior became more unhinged.

TOM WULFF — Tom is a professional cattle auctioneer in Montana and Dolores’
second youngest son. He recalls the early phases of the investigation into possible
serial killers like the Zodiac and the Golden State Killer. After realizing his own father
might have killer Dolores and confronting Carl with a shotgun, Tom spent decades
trying to piece together what happened.

THE FAMILY

UNCLE MATTHEW “SLICK” ROCHA - brother of Dolores and uncle to Paul, Tom, Carl
Jr., and Anna, Slick adopted Paul and Tom after Dolores’ disappearance. He was a
former Delta Force operator who served on covert missions in Vietnam as well as on
a detail protecting the “Little Rock Nine”. Slick recently passed away, but the
filmmakers conducted an extensive interview about his experiences in 2022.

ELIZABETH ROCHA — Elizabeth is Slick’s daughter and Dolores’ niece. With fond and
vivid memories of her favorite aunt, Elizabeth is an impassioned critic of the way the
police handled the case in the 1980s. Sha also recalls going on search parties looking
for Dolores’ body at the tender age of 15.

DEBBIE BAKER — Cousin to the kids, Debbie was an integral part of the Wrecking
Crew — extended family members who made Carl Wulff’s life miserable as they tried
to get him to crack.

TONY ROCHA — Also a cousin, Tony was the main culprit in the Wrecking Crew and
came up with most of the ideas and schemes intended to shake Carl out of his
comfort zone, alongside his siter Mary and Debbie’s older brother, Tony Baker.






CONTACT INFO

Paul Sadowski 310-228-8099 Paul@FullRangeFllms.com

Lars Slind 310-414-7577 LarsSlind44@gmail.com

Website www.DoloresVanishes.com

TRAILER AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE


mailto:Paul@FullRangeFIlms.com
mailto:LarsSlind44@gmail.com
http://www.doloresvanishes.com/
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